SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
ancient Egypt, involving a historical perspective
totally alien to that of America, has a history similarly
pure. Spain and China, though in vastly different ways,
are similarly pure; Germany, France, Italy and Japan
follow in varying degrees of ideological confusion.
In modern England, people tend to evade historical
discussion from the point of view of wide perspectives
and to regard it as a treacherous pastime. For it is only
by chance that any two Englishmen adopt the same
standpoint when considering a historical movement.
Each borrows from the institutional heritage of the
English past a different angle of approach. Argument
either degenerates into wrangling, or the discussion is
politely terminated with an agreement to differ. It is
probably on account of the co-existence of a multitude
of conflicting traditional attitudes that historical
thinking, in England, yields first place to biography,
that happy hunting ground in which thinkers may pick
and choose among the welter of ideologies without
appearing "dogmatic" or "continental."
It is not merely in intellectual matters that the
English confusion of homons is expressed. It is mani-
fest in English law and in the architecture of an English
street or village. In a country village, say, in Sussex,
one may pick out the styles of different ages, ages
abstractly entirely different, yet in practice overlying
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